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MICHAEL BARNETT NEW CHAIR OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT FORUM 
 
Michael Barnett is the new Chair of the Local Government Forum, a group of major business 
organisations with an interest in promoting efficient and effective local government. 
 
Mr. Barnett is Chief Executive of Auckland Regional Chamber of Commerce and a Director 
of the New Zealand Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 
 
“The members of the Local Government Forum are significant representatives of ratepayers 
– businesses and farmers – and as such we have a keen interest in policies affecting local 
government.” said Mr. Barnett.  
 
“Local government is a vital part of the economic and social landscape and I see the 
Forum’s role as promoting policies that will maximise the sector’s contribution to New 
Zealanders’ wellbeing. 
 
“The best way for local government to contribute to maximising wellbeing is for it do its core 
activities well and keep its spending and rates under control.   
 
“There are many big issues on the radar for local government, including debates about its 
future structure, roles, and funding which will all be considered in the Minister of Local 
Government’s Smarter Government, Stronger Communities Review. 
 
“We strongly support the Minister’s review and we are looking forward to continuing to have 
input into it”, said Mr. Barnett. 
 
Mr. Barnett replaces Charles Finny who stepped down last year. 
 
 
Contact: Michael Barnett, phone 027 563 1150 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT FORUM 
 
The Local Government Forum comprises organisations that have a vital interest in the activities of local 
government.  Its members include Business New Zealand, the Electricity Networks Association, Federated 
Farmers of New Zealand, New Zealand Business Roundtable, New Zealand Chambers of Commerce, and New 
Zealand Retailers’ Association.  The Forum was established in 1994 to promote greater efficiency in local 
government and to contribute to debate on policy issues affecting it. 

 
Forum members are each significant representatives of ratepayers in their own right but the Forum’s perspective 
is to advance community welfare through the advocacy of sound public policy.  We believe that local government 
can best serve the interests of the community and ratepayers by focusing on the efficient provision of public 
goods at a local level.   


